The roots of the molar and bicuspid teeth often penetrate the antral cavity in their growth, their ends of course being covered with their percimentum, and the mucous membrane of the sinus.
When the teeth thus situated become diseased, they are a prolific source of antral inflammations.
For instance, the pulp of a tooth dies, it disintegrates in its own cavity, the gases produced from its decomposition or putrefaction, pass through the foramini of the roots and create irritation and inflammation in the surrounding pericemental tissue. These roots penetrate the antrum and set up inflammation in its lining membrane. The first symptom of antral disease is a dull pain in that side of the face, and a dryness of the nostril of the affected side. Now, you must know that in health the lining of the antrum assists by its natural secretion of mucus in keeping the nostril moist. So too, when it participates with the nose in inflammation produced by a "cold in the head," it furnishes its proportion of mucus and watery exudation which is so annoying in acute nasal catarrh.
The second antral symptom is this increased flow of mucus, which is the second stage of inflammation in mucous membranes' everywhere.
You will be careful then, to examine the nostril of the affected side, in your diagnosis of this disease, so as to discover whether or not the nostril of one side corresponds in condition with that of the other. In all these cases you will find mercnry useful in the manner previously described.
I will now detail a few cases occurring in my own practice, illustrating treatment, and which may be more interesting to you than general descriptions : Case 1. Mr. B., age thirty, has had the second bicuspid of the left side extracted, thinking it diseased, as he had suffered much pain in that locality. The patient says the tooth extracted was not decayed. Pain continuing, he consults me. There are no decayed teeth on that side of the mouth. None feel sore by rapping them. There is, however, pain on pressing hard against the antral wall. There is, also, unusual dryness of the nasal passage of that side. I diagnose acute inflammation of the antrum. I drill through the vacant socket of the tooth extracted very readily, and syringe with warm water. There was no exudation of any character, when the drill was withdrawn. 
